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Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC. 20231 

PTO form 1449 is submitted herewith pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97 and 
1.98(a) as a means of complying with the requirements of 37 CFR 1.56 with respect to the above- 
identified application. In accordance with Patent Office guidelines, copies of the citations listed on 
PTO 1449 are enclosed. None of these references discloses the invention claimed in the subject 
application. Also enclosed is the Search Report. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1), each item of information contained in the Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to consider the enclosed 
references on PTO- 1449 submitted herewith. 
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400 W. Maple, Suite 350 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
Dated: April 4, 2003 (248)988-8360 
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with the U.S. Postal Service as First Class Mailing, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to Assistant Commissioner of 
Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on April 4, 2003. 



Beth A. Beard 



2 



PTO/SB/08A {10-01) M 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 _J__ 
U S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE I 



t 1 

Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known ^ 


Application Number 


10/056,642 


Filinq Date 


October 26. 2001 


First Named Inventor 


Bauman, et al. 


Art Unit 


2834 


^ Sheet |1 | of J 2 


Examiner Name 

Attorney Docket Number 


Unknown ] 
60,130-1215 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials 



Cite 
No. 1 



nnrnmonHu,,^ 



Number- Kind Code 2 {if knom 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



us- 5,909,921 

US- 2002/0069753 

us- 

us- 

us- 

us- 

us- 

,us- 

us- 

us- " ~ ' 
US- 
US- " 

us- 
us- 

us : ~3 

us- 

us- 

us- 

us- 2_ 

us- ~~~ 



06-08-1999 
06-13-2002 



Nesbeth 

Lauderbach, et al. 




Draw line through citation if not in 



™S ,n j tial f if Terence considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

«ittF5^^ *?u^ 3*- D — 5 at "ws« or MPEP 



Please type a plus sign (+) Inside this box 




PTO/SB/08B (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 



9llhotrhrtA for frtrm 1i^QD/DTA 

ouuouiuio ivjr lui rii i*myt3/r I u 

INFORMATION DISCI OSNRF 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known ^ 


Application Number 


10/056,642 


Filing Date 


October 26. 2001 


First Named Inventor 


Bauman et al 


Group Art Unit 


2834 ] 


Examiner Name 


Unknown j 


.Sheet |2 | 0 f|2 


Attorney Docket Number 


60,130-1215 j 



+ 



Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


j Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue numbers), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T 2 






European Search Report, dated March 5, 2003 




















































































Examiner 
Signature 


1 Date 1 1 



"m^h *7 T 1Z ' w,,cu,c ' w " w CKai,on 15 ,n conrormance witn mpep 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 

considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. * Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

S ^^^ST* ThiS ^ * esBmB * d t0 tek ° 20 houre t0 ""l** Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 

DO nTse^ ™ef ,nformati0n U ' S - Patent and Tradema * Office. Washington, DC 20231. 

NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



